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WINSFORD TOWN COUNCIL 

Minutes of the meeting of Winsford Town Council held in the Cheshire West and 
Chester Council chamber, Wyvern House, Winsford on Monday 16th September 
2019 
 

Part A 
 

PRESENT: Councillor Ailsa Gaskill-Jones (Town Mayor) 
Councillors Barwell; Beckett; Blackmore; Edwards; Ellis; Gaskill; Horrill; Jump; 
Kennedy; Le; Mellor; Moorcroft; Pardoe; and Savage 
 
ALSO PRESENT: Cllr Lewis (Cheshire West and Chester Council); fifteen 
residents of Winsford; and a reporter from the Winsford and Middlewich Guardian 
 
IN ATTENDANCE: Dr M Bailey (Town Clerk/Finance Officer) 
 
APOLOGIES: Mrs E Haspell (Administrative Officer) 
 

Opening/Formal Items 
 

DECLARATIONS OF 
INTEREST 

C63 The following members made declarations: 
 
Cllr M Kennedy – Items for decision/note – Item 
7 – Wildflower Meadow (personal interest) 
 

OPEN FORUM C64 
 

Cllr Lewis (CWAC) noted the inclusion of the 
climate change motion on the agenda and 
invited interested parties to attend the CWAC 
Climate Change Conference on 22nd November 
2019 at Chester Zoo. 
 
Wharton Recreation Ground Bowling Club – a 
representative from the Club attended the 
meeting and asked for investment of funds into 
several areas: - 
 

 Playing surfaces – the main green 
currently unplayable and needs work. 
These problems have been exacerbated 
by lighting issues 

 Lighting – LED lighting is required 

 Facilities – a range of facilities at the 
Recreation Ground are not up to 
standard including worktops and toilets 

 Funds – the Club asked where funds 
received in the past had been spent 

 
A resident commented that the accounts 
presented at the meeting were not up to 
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standard; said that the website required 
improvement; and questioned why PAT testing 
was carried out on Christmas lights. 
 
Wildflower meadow – a resident attended to 
speak in favour of the item on the agenda, 
stating that CWAC and Weaver Vale Housing 
Trust had given land for this purpose. WTC was 
asked to provided land. 
 
Salt Fair – a resident attended to speak in 
praise of the event 
 

MINUTES C65 The Council RESOLVED to approve the 
minutes of the Town Council meeting held on 
15th July 2019. 
 
Cllr Moorcroft asked that a reference be made 
in reference to the minutes of the Annual 
Council on 20th May 2019 - ‘Membership of 
Committees/Sub-Committees/Panels/Working 
Groups (Minute C16) and ‘Membership of Joint 
Committees and Representatives to Outside 
Bodies’ (C17) – to her comment that the Liberal 
Democrat Group on the Town Council was 
offered seats on committees and other bodies 
and this offer was not accepted. 
 

ARISING C66 Minute C57 – Council Meetings (Vacancies on 
Town Council committees/outside bodes) 
 
The Town Council RESOLVED to add the 
following Members to the following committees: 
- 
 
Staffing Committee – Cllr Pardoe 
 
Appeals Committee – Cllr Pardoe 
 
Grants Sub-Committee – Cllr Moorcroft 
 
Dingle Centre Management Committee – Cllr 
Jump 
 
Sea Cadets Committee – Cllr Horrill 
 
Allotments – Cllr Horrill 
 
The vote to approve these appointments was: - 
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For – 9 votes 
Against – 2 votes 
Abstain – 2 votes 
 

Items for Decision/Note 
 

MAYOR’S REMARKS 
AND 

COMMUNICATIONS 
 

C67 The Mayor went through her latest list of 
engagements since the last Town Council 
meeting. 
 
The Mayor commented that a few changes 
were made to the Salt Fair for 2019, but these 
had been successful in terms of greater 
revenue for the fun fair and a well-attended 
event at the Brunner Guildhall. 
 

CLIMATE CHANGE 
MOTION 

C68 Members RESOLVED to approve the following 
motion: - 
 
The Council notes that on 1st May 2019 
Parliament declared an environmental and 
climate change emergency and that resolutions 
on this issue have been passed by the Borough 
Council and neighbouring Town Councils. 
 
This Council requests that the Town Clerk 
prepares a report, with the title ‘A Climate 
Change Strategy’ for the October Full Council 
meeting with details of how the Council will, as 
a matter of urgency, reduce the Council’s 
carbon footprint and commit the Council to 
becoming carbon neutral at the latest by 2030. 
 
The Council will agree and promote its Climate 
Change Strategy and encourage all residents; 
partners; and local business in Winsford to 
reduce and eradicate their carbon footprint. 
 
The motion was passed by the Council 
unanimously. 
 

BREXIT C69 Members considered an advice note from 
CWAC on the topic of Brexit and its impact on 
Cheshire West. 
 
Members praised the work which had been 
done and asked that further work is done to 
assess the impact of Brexit on Winsford. 
 

PARKS AND OPEN C70 Members thanked the Clerk for his report. 
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SPACES COMMITTEE 
 

 
A Member commented that any proposals for 
parks and open spaces should include a 
financial assessment. 
 
Members RESOLVED to note the contents of 
the report and approved the establishment of a 
Parks and Open Spaces Committee to replace 
the Town Park Steering Group. 
 

PLANNING COMMITTEE 
REPRESENTATION 

 

C71 Members noted the advice provided, namely 
that all Town Councillors are entitled to sit on 
the Town Council Planning Committee. 
 

WINSFORD STOP 
SMOKING SUMMIT 

C72 The Town Mayor announced the event, which is 
being organised by the Clinical Commissioning 
Group and is to take place on 17th October 2019 
at the Winsford Academy (10am-9pm). It was 
noted that those attending did not have to stay 
for the whole time but could ‘dip’ in and out of 
the summit throughout the day. 
 

DEVELOPMENT OF A 
WILDFLOWER 

MEADOW 

C73 The proposal put forward was for the Town 
Council to agree that some of its land is used 
for a wildflower meadow.  
 
A suitable area of land will be identified, and a 
full proposal will be brought to the next Town 
Council meeting. 
 

WELL BEING 
WINSFORD – UPDATE 

 

C74 The Town Mayor updated the Council on the 
work of Well Being Winsford. 
 
Preparations are ongoing for Well Being Week 
from 17th February 2020 onwards, with a set of 
key themes including living longer better and 
connecting lives. A series of events will be held 
during the week.  
 

PROPOSED CHANGES 
TO ENFORCEMENT 

POLICY 
 

C75 Members were informed that CWAC has 
proposed changes to its enforcement policy, 
including delegating low-level existing powers to 
town and parish councils to deal with low-level 
anti-social behaviour. This could include issuing 
fixed penalty notices. 
 
Members made the following comments on the 
proposals: - 
 

 That dog fouling is an issue in the areas 
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of the town, but there is a resource issue 
in terms of the Town Council taking on 
additional powers. 

 Would existing council staff be willing to 
take on additional responsibilities 

 There were concerns that – in the event 
of disputes, complaints and unpaid 
penalties – the Town Council does not 
have the staffing and resources to deal 
with this aspect of enforcement 

 There would be a need to take on people 
with experience to do this work 

 Issues around TUPE and who is 
authorised to issue fixed penalties 

 
Members RESOLVED to ask the Clerk to 
submit responses to CWAC based on the 
comments above. 
 

CO-OPERATIVE 
COUNCILS 

INNOVATION 
NETWORK 

 

C76 Members introduced this item by pointing out 
that it had been established in response to 
reductions in local government funding and to 
explore different ways of working. 
 
It was also noted that no other town/parish 
council has joined as a full member of the 
Network. 
 
Members commented that it fits in with other 
initiatives around participatory budgeting and 
consultation. 
 
Some members expressed concerns that no 
other town/parish councils had joined. 
 
Members RESOLVED that the Town Council 
join the Network at an annual cost of £250.00. 
 

CHESHIRE 
ASSOCIATION OF 
LOCAL COUNCILS 

 

C77 Members noted that the annual meeting of the 
Cheshire Association of Local Councils is on 
24th October 2019 in Middlewich Civic Hall. 
 
Councillors Mellor and Beckett were nominated 
to attend the meeting. This was REJECTED (5 
votes in favour and 8 against). 
 
Councillors Ellis and Savage were nominated to 
attend the meeting. This was APPROVED (8 
votes in favour and 5 against). 
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WINSFORD SALT FAIR 
2019 FEEDBACK 

C78 A Member praised the work done by the River 
Weaver Navigation Society on the Salt Towns 
Rally and Cross-Hatch Gallery for their work. 
 
 
 

Committees/Sub-Committees/Other Meetings of the Council 
 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
 

C79 Members RESOLVED that the minutes of the 
Finance Committee meeting of 15th July 2019 
be ratified (also approved by Finance 
Committee on 16th September 2019). 
 

ALLOTMENTS 
COMMITTEE 

 

C80 Members RESOLVED that the minutes of the 
Allotments Committee meeting of 3rd September 
2019 be ratified. 
 

NEW DAWN FOR 
WINSFORD WORKING 

GROUP 
 

C81 Members RESOLVED that the minutes of the 
New Dawn for Winsford Working Group meeting 
of 18th July 2019 be noted. 
 

BRUNNER GUILDHALL 
MANAGEMENT 

COMMITTEE 
 

C82 Members RESOLVED that the minutes of the 
Brunner Guildhall Management Committee 
meeting of 3rd September be noted. 
 

PLANNING COMMITTEE 
 

C83 Members RESOLVED that the minutes of the 
Planning Committee meeting of 22nd July 2019 
be ratified.  
 
Minutes of the meeting of 10th September 2019 
were not available at the meeting. 
 

SALT FAIR COMMITTEE 
 

C84 Members RESOLVED that the minutes of the 
Salt Fair Committee meeting of 28th August 
2019 be ratified. 
 

MEMBERS 
TECHNOLOGY 

WORKING GROUP 
 

C85 Members RESOLVED that the minutes of the 
Members Technology Working Group meeting 
of 13th September 2019 be ratified. 
 

Part B 
 

EXCLUSION OF PRESS 
AND PUBLIC 

 

C86 Members RESOLVED that, due to its 
confidential nature, the press and public be 
excluded from the meeting during consideration 
of the following matters in accordance with 
section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to 
Meetings) Act 1960. 
 

LAND AT SCHOOL C87 Members agreed to return to this matter for a 
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ROAD, MEADOWBANK 
 

decision at the next meeting of the Town 
Council. 
 

FA DEVELOPMENT, 
KNIGHTS GRANGE 

C88 Members noted the latest developments in 
relation to the proposed development. 
 

 

 

TOWN MAYOR ……………………………………………………………………………… 


