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WINSFORD TOWN COUNCIL 

Minutes of the meeting of Winsford Town Council held remotely on Monday 19th 

October 2020 
 

Part A 

PRESENT: 
Councillor Don Beckett (Town Mayor) 
Councillors Barwell; Blackmore; Edwards; Ellis; Gaskill; Horrill; Jump; Kennedy; 
Mellor; Moorcroft; Pardoe; and Savage. 
 
ALSO PRESENT:   
Several residents and a reporter from the Winsford and Middlewich Guardian 
 
IN ATTENDANCE: 
Dr M Bailey (Town Clerk/Finance Officer) 
Mrs E Haspell (Administrative Officer) 
Ms S Bacegalupo (Support/Events Officer) 
 
APOLOGIES:  
Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Cllrs Gaskill-Jones and Le.
  

Opening/Formal Items 

DECLARATION 
OF INTEREST 

C27 Councillors Horrill and Pardoe declared a non-
pecuniary interest in agenda item 16 (‘Former Greedy 
Pig Site’) and left the meeting at that point. 
 

OPEN FORUM C28 Mr John Malam asked whether a chaplain had been 
chosen for the Remembrance service. The Clerk 
reported that no appointment had been made. 
 
Mr Charlie Parkinson enquired about the proposals for 
a disabled play area at Town Park. The Clerk replied 
that this was in progress. 
 

MINUTES C29 The Council RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the 
Town Council meeting held on 21st September 2020. 
 

MATTERS 
ARISING  

C30 Review of the Council’s Fixed Assets Register (C12) 
 
It was reported that this information was being dealt 
with. 
 
RESOLVED: -  
That this information be received and noted. 
 

Finance Items 

BUDGET 
SETTING 
2021-22 

C31 The process of establishing a budget for the 2021-22 
financial year (beginning in April 2021) was set out in a 
report which was circulated to Members. 
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This report had been considered by the Finance and 
General Purposes Committee meeting held on 5th 
October 2020.  The Committee had agreed to refer this 
matter to Full Council for further consideration. 
 
RESOLVED: - 
That the report be approved and adopted. 
 

Items for 
Decision/Note 

  

DATES OF  
COUNCIL 

MEETINGS 

C32 Following changes to the Town Council’s structure of 
governance at the last Council meeting in September 
2020, date for upcoming council and committee 
meetings can be found via the following link 
https://winsford.gov.uk/council-calendar/.   
 
It was reported that all committee meetings would start 
at 6pm and members of the public were welcome to 
attend, together with all members of the Town Council. 
 
RESOLVED: - 
That this information be received and noted. 
 

COVID-19 
UPDATE 

C33 The country went into lockdown on 23rd March 2020, 
but some changes were made by the Prime Minister in 
a televised address on 10th May 2020.  Further changes 
were announced at the end of May which relaxed 
lockdown.  Further changes to lockdown had been 
announced which saw shops open on 4th July 2020 and 
other facilities re-open on 25th July 2020 including 
swimming pools and leisure centres. Following an 
extended period of rising infection rates, Cheshire West 
as a whole was placed into the ‘High Risk’ category 
(Tier Two) with the following restrictions applying: - 
 

• No mixing between different households indoors; 
and 

• The ‘rule of six’ only continuing outdoors 
 
In terms of the Town council, overall advice from the 
National Association of Local Councils (NALC) remains 
largely unchanged – in particular, councils were still 
advised not to hold meetings in person unless there was 
no other option and staff should, wherever possible, work 
from home. 
 

https://winsford.gov.uk/council-calendar/
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In terms of the Town Council services and facilities all 
are open and available to use within government 
guidelines and restrictions. 
 
The Council’s Prompt Action Fund would also remain 
open and the Council had received a number of 
applications. 
 
Finally, the Council had continued to fund the supply of 
milk to those schools who had requested it. 
 
As the situation moves forward, it is likely that the Town 
Council would conduct risk assessments prior to the 
opening up of further facilities. 
 
Cllr Moorcroft thanked the residents of Winsford for their 
continued support.  She said that the people of Winsford 
had come together even in these challenging times. 
 
Cllr Gaskill talked about a pilot scheme for care homes 
to allow a member of a family to be trained to be 
equipped to have close contact with their family member. 
 
Cllr Gaskill asked whether the Council would want to be 
involved with this. 
 
RESOLVED: - 

1. That this information be received and noted and 
2. That Cllr Gaskill takes this item forward to 

Cheshire West and Chester council. 
 

REMEMBRANCE 
SUNDAY 

C34 The Clerk reported that there would be an event but 
that it would be very much reduced in size.  He said 
that organisations would lay wreaths, that there would 
be no members of the public and no parade.  He said 
that the event would be filmed for social media. 
 
It was suggested that maybe there could be a 
contribution of artwork. 
 
Members were also informed that there would also be a 
service at Christ Church, Wharton. 
 
RESOLVED: - 
That this information be received and noted. 
 

Committees of the Council 

ASSETS 
COMMITTEE 

C35 RESOLVED: - 
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That the minutes of the Assets committee meeting held 
on 28th September 2020 be received. 
 

COMMUNITY 
COMMITTEE 

C36 RESOLVED: - 
That the minutes of the Community committee held on 
1st October 2020 be ratified. 
 

FINANCE AND 
GENERAL 

PURPOSES 
COMMITTEE 

C37 RESOLVED: - 
That the minutes of the Finance and General Purposes 
Committee meeting held on 5th October 2020 be 
ratified. 
 

OPEN SPACES 
COMMITTEE 

C38 RESOLVED: - 
That the minutes of the Open spaces committee 
meeting held on 8th October 2020 be ratified. 
 

Part B 

EXCLUSION OF 
PRESS AND 

PUBLIC 

C39 Members RESOLVED that, due to its confidential 
nature, the press and public be excluded from the 
meeting during consideration of the following matters in 
accordance with section 1(2) of the Public Bodies 
(Admission to Meetings) Act 1960. 
 

VERDIN 
FIELDS 

C40 RESOLVED: - 
That the Town Council continues to work with CWAC 
on the development of sports facilities on the site. 
 

FORMER 
GREEDY PIG 

SITE 

C41 RESOLVED: - 
That an initial six-month extension to the existing 
Option Agreement with PSP be proposed, subject to 
conditions. 
 

CLOSURE OF 
MEETING 

 The Town Mayor declared the meeting of the Town 
Council Committee closed at 20.10 pm. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TOWN MAYOR ……………………………………………………………………………… 


